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The corner of Camilla Road and Paisley St. E., as seen earlier this month. (PDN Staff Photo) 


Two down, 29 to go. rector of parks and forestry. seller project. 


The City of Mississauga is paying 
just under $1.7 million for a parcel of 
land earmarked for the ‘central park’ 
project in Cooksville. 

The vacant property is .7 acres in 
size and is located directly south of 
Camilla Park. 

“It’s aligned with existing parkland, 
so we'll just add it into Camilla Park,” 
said Laura Piette, Mississauga’s di- 


ARRIVING 2022 


It’s the second property the City has 
bought in the Cooksville Creek area 
as part of a plan to add parkland in 
Mississauga. 

So far, the City has spent $2.6 mil- 
lion acquiring property for the 
planned green space in Cooksville. 

There are 29 other properties in the 
area targeted for eventual purchase 
as part of the willing-buyer, willing- 
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“Theyre all important to us,” Piette 
said of this latest property purchase, 
which closed Dec. 15. 

Council approved of the purchase 
behind closed doors. Piette says staff 
is currently negotiating with other 
property owners and may be on the 
cusp of making a few more buys in 
the new year. 

Continued on Pg 4 
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by Marco Patrone 


Crypto-currency specula- 
tors in Peel region can now 
trade Bitcoin at all hours of 
the day at their local 24- 
hour Hasty convenience 
store. 

Customers can now access 
Bitcoin ATM machines in- 
side the stores. The ma- 
chines allow digital 
currency traders to use an 
app on their phones to buy 
and sell units of Bitcoin and 
other similar forms of digi- 
tal money. 

One Mississauga digital 
currency trader told Peel 
Weekly News the transac- 
tions handled by the Bitcoin 
machines charge lower fees 
than some commercial 
banks. 

“The bank makes the 
business, yes? When you 
wanna buy [from banks] 
you pay more money,” he 
said. 

The ATM-style bitcoin 
machines are the latest de- 
velopment in the crypto- 
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currency craze some con- 
sider fraught with risk. 

Units of the currency exist 
only in cyberspace operat- 
ing as a purely peer-to-peer 
version of electronic cash, 
which allow online pay- 
ments to be sent directly 
from one party to another 
without going through a fi- 
nancial institution. It is 
stored in an online “virtual 
wallet”. 

Bank of Canada governor 
Stephen Poloz says real cur- 
rencies must act as a reli- 
able store of value to be 
used to buy goods and serv- 
ices on demand. 

In that respect, crypto- 
currencies are risky. 

“What their true value is 
may be anyone’s guess -- 
perhaps the most one can 
say is that buying these 
things means buying risk, 
which makes it closer to 
gambling than investing,” 
Poloz said. 

“All I will say to people in- 


tending to buy a so-called 
crypto-currency is that you 
should read the fine print 
and make sure you know 
what you are getting into.” 

The price of Bitcoin has 
digrocketed this year from 
under US$1,000 to about 
$19,000 at one point. 

Poloz described the Bit- 
coin price chart as looking 
"like the left-hand side of an 
Eiffel tower. You don't see 
that very often." 

The movement of the cur- 
rency has been extremely 
volatile and has been de- 
scribed as a bubble akin to a 
pyramid scheme. Others see 
it as being on the cutting 
edge of widespread digital 
currency use eventually 
leading to the phase out of 
cash. 

There’s a machine at the 
Hasty Market in Brampton 
at Dixie Rd. and Queen 
Street. There is also one in 
Mississauga on Hurontario 
north of Queensway. 
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Mississauga Transitway completed with opening of Renforth station 


by John Valorzi 


Seven years after work 
began, Mississauga's rapid 
bus Transitway is finally 
complete with the official 
opening this week of the 
Renforth station near Pear- 
son Airport. 

“The opening of the Ren- 
forth Station completes the 
Mississauga Transitway and 
fully opens up a regionally- 
integrated east-west transit 
corridor for both com- 
muters and _ residents," 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie told 
a news conference Monday 
as the city, provincial and 
federal governments 
marked the completion of 
the project at the new bus 
station along the Missis- 
sauga-Toronto border. 

"It connects communities, 
as well as three major busi- 
ness centres from the Mead- 
owvale Business Park, to 
our City Centre, to the Air- 
port Corporate Centre, that 
together employ over 


101,522 people. It also con- 
nects Mississauga to the 
wider GTA, including 
Oakville and Toronto, and 
hopefully soon, to Toronto 
Pearson." 

The Transitway is a bus 
rapid transit system made 
up of a series of bus-only 
roadways, as well as re- 
served lanes on existing city 
streets and Highway 403. 
Together they form a con- 
tinuous 18 kilometre route 
spanning most of the city 
from Winston Churchill 
Boulevard in the west to the 
junction of Highways 401 
and 427 in the east, located 
within Etobicoke. 

Service on the Transitway 
is provided by MiWay, the 
former Mississauga Tran- 
sit, and GO Transit. The 
project cost $259 million, 
with Ottawa contributing 
$83 million, the province 
$113 million and the city put 
in much of the rest.. 
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Renforth Station is the 
eastern-most stop of the 
Transitway and provides ac- 
cess to other GTA transit 
links and a service connec- 
tion to Toronto Pearson In- 
ternational Airport. 

The Transitway is one of 
two major transit develop- 
ments for Mississauga. The 
other is the $1.4 billion 
Hurontario LRT project that 
will link Port Credit in 
southern Mississauga to 
Brampton. 

The province is paying the 
building costs for the LRT, 
which will be a public-pri- 
vate partnership, and the 
city is funding upgrades and 
othjer costs. 

Under a provincial RFP, 
three private sector teams - 
made up of bankers, design- 
ers and builders -- short- 
listed for the Hurontario 
LRT will submit their pro- 
posals to Infrastructure On- 
tario and Metrolinx, the 
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9878 Dixle Road. Brartipton~s 


provincial transit agency, by 
the end of the year. The con- 
tract will be awarded in 
2018 and_ construction 
should begin later in the 
year, with service beginning 
in 2022. 

Janice Baker, Missis- 
sauga's city manager and 
Chief Administrative Offi- 
cer, called the project "an ef- 


ficient, affordable and 
accessible transit option for 
the city." 


“The completion of the 
Mississauga Transitway al- 
lows commuters to move re- 
liably across Mississauga 
and eases congestion. It also 
prepares the city for the 
projected population in- 
crease and once the 
Hurontario Light Rail Tran- 
sit Project is constructed, 
many residents will be 
within two kilometres of 
rapid transit.” 

Geoff Wright, commis- 
sioner of transportation and 


—e- 


works. said overall MiWay 
ridership has increased 
since the first section of the 
Transitway system opened 
in 2014 and now stands at 
4.2 million trips a year. 

"Commuters will save ap- 
proximately ten minutes by 
travelling on the Transitway 
instead of travelling by car," 
Wright said. "The transit- 
way will help to transition 
commuters from individual 
vehicles to an efficient bus 
system with a dedicated cor- 
ridor." 

At the Transitway news 
conference, Ontario Trans- 
portation Minister Steven Del 
Duca said the completed 
rapid bus system will help 
thousands of Mississauga 
commuters access wider 
transit networks in the GTA. 

"Commuters can access GO 
Transit, MiWay and TTC local 
bus service from this station, 
helping them get to where 
they need to go quickly and 


conveniently," he said. 

Navdeep Bains, Minister of 
Innovation, Science and Eco- 
nomic Development and MP 
for Mississauga-Malton, hit 
on some of the Liberal gov- 
ernment's key political mes- 
sages - about helping the 
middle class - at the official 
opening ceremony. 

“The government of 
Canada recognizes how im- 
portant affordable and effi- 
cient transit infrastructure is 
to growing the middle class 
and getting Canadians to 
work on time and back home 
quickly at the end of a long 
day," Bains said. "This will 
make Mississauga, Etobicoke 
and the GTA a stronger, more 
inclusive and sustainable re- 
gion and contribute to ensur- 
ing that Canadian 
communities remain among 
the best places in the world to 
live, work and raise a family.” 
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End union friendly arbitration deals “drowning” city 
budgets: tax watchdog 


by Marco Patrone 

The next provincial gov- 
ernment must overhaul the 
union friendly arbitration 
system currently “drown- 
ing” city budgets, says a tax 
watchdog. 

“Arbitrators need to be di- 
rected to take a look at a 
city’s ability to pay, instead 
of drowning municipalities 
with excessive wage in- 
creases they can’t reason- 
ably afford to pay,” says 
municipal finance analyst 
Chris Mackie of MIRANET, 
a ratepayers’ group. 

Interest arbitration hap- 
pens when cities are unable 
to reach a wage contract 
with unionized workers who 
are not allowed to strike. 

Such is the case with the 
Mississauga Firefighters As- 
sociation, whose last labour 
contract expired in Decem- 
ber 2014. 

There are 700 Missis- 
sauga firefighters who could 
soon be in line for an arbi- 
trated pay increase of 3.5 
per cent. 

Even with the city having 
set aside funds over the last 
few years to deal with ex- 
pected retroactive payouts, 
local taxpayers could still be 
stuck with an extra $2m bill. 

In their last arbitrated de- 


cision, Mississauga fire- 
fighters were handed an 
11.03 per cent salary hike, 
plus retroactive pay dating 
from Jan. 1, 2011 until Dec. 
31, 2014. 

Since 2010, total emer- 
gency services budgets in- 
cluding Fire and Peel 
Regional Police have both 
increased by 29 per cent. 
Peel paramedics salaries 
jumped 36 per cent after 
two rounds of arbitrated de- 
cisions since 2007. 

Mackie says he doesn’t 
want to inject politics into 
the issue but adds, “they all 
support their local Liberal 
candidate in Mississauga at 
election time.” 

For that reason, the On- 
tario Liberal government 
may be reluctant to deal 
with the union-friendly ar- 
bitration system which in- 
evitably saddle property 
owners with higher taxes. 

“The Liberal government 
hasn’t shown much stomach 
for changing it so far but 
after the next provincial 
election, with Charles Sousa 
as our area MPP, I shall 
raise it at an all candidates 
meeting as to why the gov- 
ernment hasn’t done more 
to fix the compulsory arbi- 


tration process. It’s up to 
other people to raise that 
issue too.” 

Ontario municipalities 
have long pressed the Liber- 
als to change the arbitration 
system but they have never 
won a consensus from pub- 
lic sector unions on any ac- 
cepted changes. 

Former Mississauga 
mayor Hazel McCallion led 
lobbying efforts for arbitra- 
tion change when Kathleen 
Wynne first became pre- 
mier but nothing was done. 

The opposition Tories 
were more receptive to the 
idea at the time. Unions for 
police, firefighters and other 


emergency services workers 
have traditionally resisted 
legislated changes which 
might adversely affect wage 
settlements. 

So with compulsory arbi- 
tration decision appearing 
to be consistently stacked 
against taxpayers, Mackie 
wants the focus put on mu- 
nicipal finances. 

“So arbitrators need to 
look at a municipality's fi- 
nancial standing and its 
ability to absorb some of 
these compulsory arbitra- 
tion awards theyre mak- 
ing.” 

Other unionized city 
workers have looked for 


raises in the area of 2 per 
cent while administrative 
non-unionized staff was 
awarded 1.5 per cent. 

“Why are the firefighters 
looking at 3.5 per cent every 
year? They’re out of whack 
with the other municipali- 
ties employees,” Mackie 
said. He sees the coming 
election campaign as an op- 
portunity to raise the mat- 
ter. 

Mississauga homeowners 
will see a property tax in- 
crease averaging 2.74 per 
cent which was approved in 
the recent municipal 
budget. 


Second home sold in City’s Central Park negotiations 


Continued from Pg 1 


“We've got other willing 
sellers,” she said. 

It’s expected to take a 
couple of months for the 
City’s parks department 
to complete some pre- 
ventative maintenance 
on the land before it’s 
opened up to the public 
as part of an addition to 


Camilla Park. 
On Oct. 31, the city 
closed a deal with a 


owner of the single-fam- 
ily home for $920,000. 
hat was the first con- 
firmed purchase of, a 
pope since the city 
egan its ‘willing buyer, 
willing seller’ process last 
June. 

At that time, the city 
began its outreach to 12 
owners of 31 properties 
on the site of its eventual 
‘central park’. The green 
space, if it goes ahead as 


lanned, is estimated to 

e25 acres. | 

“We are trying to ac- 
quire as much as we can 
with the willing-seller ap- 
proach,” Piette said. 

At this current pace, it 
could take a decade be- 
fore the city acquires all 
its targeted properties as- 
suming it sticks to its 
commitment not to ex- 
propriate. 

“It is a long term strat- 
epy so we'll pursue it on 
that basis,” Piette told 
Peel Weekly News. 

“We need the parkland 
so there’s no reason why 
we wouldn’t continue to 
pursue it through the 
years. We weren't sure 
what the response would 
be. We just knew it was a 
good plan for the city so 
we took the approach we 
took.” 

From the city’s stand- 
point, an added bonus to 


this deal is the absence of 
any building, which 
means there is nothing to 
demolish and thus no 
rubble to cart away sav- 
ing taxpayers from hav- 
ing to pay for that. 

e project has not 
come without contro- 
versy. eee was 
not part of the initial 
plan, but some residents 
remain concerned they'll 
be booted in the event a 
handful of holdouts delay 
the project. 

An online petition is 
part of a residents cam- 
paign by those looking to 
save their Cooksville 
Creek homes,’ headed by 
local resident Michele 
Alexander. 

Opponents to the plan 
argue the city will have a 
very hard time getting 
others to vacate given a 
lack of willingness by 
some existing property 


—e- 


owners to sell. 

Ward 7 Councillor 
Nando Iannicca, who 
represents the Cooksville 
community on council, is 
a big supporter of the 
project.. He’s on record 


as Said in a recent inter- 
view he's “very encour- 
aged” by the progress of 
negotiations. - 

e area is a flood 


lain, which has been 
actored in the appraisal 
of the properties being 
sought for purchase. 
Piette says the city is not 
overpaying for homes in 
a flood plain, offering in- 
stead to pay “fair market 
value” with the under- 
standing the residents 
there now will need to 


find another place to live. 
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For the City of Mississauga, 2017 was a 


year of part feast and part famine 


- John Valorzi 
Columnist 


or the City of 

Mississauga, 

2017 was a year 
of part feast and part 
famine. 

The city got mil- 
lions of dollars in key 
new investments in 
life sciences, aero- 
space and other ad- 
vanced sectors. It 
also became part of a 
GTA-wide bid to lure 
Amazon's new head- 
quarters and _ its 
50,000 jobs to the 
Toronto region. 

Mississauga also 
completed its Tran- 
sitway east-west 
rapid bus network 
and made - solid 
progress on_ the 
biggest transit proj- 
ect in the city's his- 
tory, the $1.4 billion 


Hurontario LRT. 

For the fourteenth 
straight year, Missis- 
sauga also kept its 
Triple-A credit rat- 
ing. an _ attractive 
measure for start- 
ups and established 
companies who do 
business here. 

But the city and its 
sister municipalities 
across Ontario failed 
to persuade the 
provincial Liberal 
government to give 
up one percentage 
point of the HST - up 
to $3 billion or so 
each year - to help 
pay for local infra- 
structure projects. 
And local politicians 
routinely complained 
about being starved 
for cash by more sen- 
ior levels of govern- 
ment. 

That means 2018 
will continue to 


squeeze city coffers 
to find the money for 
infrastructure, de- 
spite a higher than 
expected hike in 
property taxes, rising 
business charges for 
stormwater and 
other services and a 
new hotel tax eagerly 
embraced by council- 
lors hungry to raise 
revenues. 

The need for more 
revenue is likely also 
behind the city's bat- 
tle with the GTAA, 
which operates Pear- 
son Airport on city 
land, over unpaid 
stormwater fees and 
a dispute over taxes 
and local regulations. 

That dispute will 
spill over to 2018, a 
year when all eyes 
will be on_ the 
Hurontario LRT, 
which is slated to 
start construction 


later in the year. 
That startup could 
come just ahead of 
the municipal elec- 
tion in October, 
when Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie will seek re- 
election after three 
years in office fo- 
cused on economic 
development and 
building up transit 
and city services. 
Looking ahead, 
transit growth will 
continue to dominate 
the city's thinking - 
and according to 
Crombie, not just for 
the Hurontario LRT. 
"Mississauga's 
growing residential 
and employment 
population reinforces 
our bigger efforts to 
bring about all-day, 
two-way, GO Train 
service on the Milton 
and Kitchener lines 
with our Missing 
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Link plan," Crombie 
said in a recent mes- 
sage to residents. 

"Improved transit 
service is critical to 
our city's future. It 
continues to be at the 
heart of our govern- 
ment relations ef- 
forts." 

Come June 7, the 
Mississauga mayor 
may be lobbying a 
new PC government 
at Queen's Park if the 
Tories can cement 
their lead in the polls 
with an election vic- 
tory. 

A provincial gov- 
ernment led by 
Patrick Brown may 
be more generous to 
municipalities and 
may also consider 
one of their long- 
time lobbying re- 

uests - to change 
the province's arbi- 
tration system that 


costs local govern 
ments higher than 
expected wage bills 
for cops, firefighters 
and ot or emergenc 
workers. 

On the jobs front, 


build up the city's life 


This year, 
ian-based 
opened a new $56- 
million research cen 
tre in Mississau 
and the city is loo 
ing to lure more 
health sciences com 
panies to the Peel 
city in 2018. 


John Valorzi is a veteran 
journalist and former business 
editor at the Canadian Press. 
john.valorzi@gmail.com 
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MBOT Supports Mayor Crombie in Request for 
Cannabis Tax Revenue 


by Alex Gregory 


The Mississauga Board 
of Trade has thrown its 
hat into the ring to sup- 
port Mayor Bonnie Crom- 

ie’s request for more tax 
revenue from_and Missis- 
sauga Council for a share 
of the federal/provincial 
cannabis excise tax rev- 
enue to help offset costs of 
the new legal cannabis 
system for Canada. 

The MBOT Health & 
Wellness Committee has 
been talking about the 
issue since the Govern- 
ment of Canada an- 
nounced its intention to 
legalize cannabis _ in 
Canada by July 1, 2018. 

The Committee has 
been addressing impair- 
ment in the workplace 
and the issue of retail sale 
and _ distribution _ of 
cannabis as proposed by 
the Government of On- 


tarlo. 

While MBOT remains 
concerned about some of 
the decisions around this 
new regime, the Commit- 
tee recently approved a 
motion to support the 


Mayor in her, quest for 
money for cities for the 
regulations and enforce- 
ment on the new law. 

“Mississauga Council 
and staff are requestin 
that the provincial an 
federal governments 
work together to provide 
greater clarity on the 
amount of revenue that 
will be given to munici- 
palities from the federal 
excise tax on cannabis,” 
said Crombie. 

“Cities, like Mississauga, 

1 face cost pressures as- 
sociated with the legaliza- 
tion _ of | cannabis, 
including zoning, by-law 
enforcement, licencing, 
public health, and polic- 
ing, to name a few. 

To date there has not 
yet been a formal com- 
mitment to the amount of 
revenue that will be 
shared with municipali- 
ties. This is concerning as 
municipalities across 
Canada work to prepare 
for the rapidly approach- 
ing July 2018 legalization 

ate.” 


David Wojcik, president 
of MBOT, said that cities 
shouldn’t be on the hook 
for increased costs be- 
cause senior levels of gov- 
ernment have made 


policy decisions beyond 


Mississauga Food Bank head appointed 
CEO of Food Banks Canada 


by Marco Patrone 


The head of The Missis- 
sauga Food Bank, Chris 
Hatch, has been appointed 
as the new chief executive of 
Food Banks Canada. 

The appointment is effec- 
tive Jan. 8. 

Hatch has headed the Mis- 
sissauga Food Bank since 
2009 and has helped the 
local charity move into a 
new and expanded ware- 
house and implementing a 
sophisticated inventory 
management system during 
his tenure there. 

He is also on Mayor Bon- 
nie Crombie's Poverty and 
Homelessness Advisory 
Board. 

"Tam so pleased that Chris 
will be joining Food Banks 
Canada at such a crucial 
time for the organization," 
said Allan Cosman, chair of 
Food Banks Canada. 

"Chris' innovative and en- 
trepreneurial spirit and his 
ability to bring people to- 
gether will bring the ener 
needed to steer the networ 
through its next phase of 
growth in our work to help 
Canadians most in need." 

Before joining The Missis- 
sauga Food Bank, Hatch 


Get your Peel Daily News Digital EVERY | 


was a human resource man- 
agement consultant and an 
executive with the Mercer 
and Towers Perrin firms. 
Food Banks Canada is the 
umbrella group that repre- 


sents a network of more 
than 550 food banks across 


the country, servin 
800,000 people _— eac 
month. 


their control. 

“Mississauga should get 
a cut from the excise tax 
to help it deal with the 
local impact of cannabis 
legalization and enforce- 
ment,” he said. 


Town of Caledon approves 2018 


operating budget 

Last week, Caledon Coun- 
cil approved the 2018 
Budget during its Town 
Council meeting, which fo- 
cuses on providing pivotal 
community infrastructure 
and services while keeping 
tax increases reasonable for 
Caledon residents and busi- 
nesses. 

“The 2018 Budget is our 
foundation to help ensure 
that we are working towards 
a vibrant and prosperous 
Caledon,” said Mayor Allan 
Thompson. “Council, 
through a public collabora- 
tive process, fully debated a 
budget that is measurable, 
attainable, realistic and 
time-sensitive so that the 
Town can continue to work 
towards building a better 
community for its resi- 
dents.” 

The town’s net levy in- 
creases by 5.97%, which re- 
sults in an overall tax levy 
increase of 2.83%. This 
eas to a yearly increase 
oO $24.30 for every 
$100,000 of residential as- 
sessment. A typical home in 
Caledon assessed at 
$554,000 will see a blended 
residential tax increase of 
approximately $135 for 
2018. 

Highlights of the 2018 
Budget include: 


- a strategic partnershi 
with Peel District Schoo 
Board for an Artificial Turf 
Field/Track at Humberview 
school 

- Funding for a multi-pur- 
pose track in Alton 

Funding to start the ex- 
pansion of the Caledon East 
Community Complex and 
Bolton Seniors Centre 

- $16.9 million for projects 
in the Roads Capital Pro- 
gram, including Shaws 
Creek Road from Highpoint 
Sideroad to Caledon East 


Garafraxa Townline; Old 
School Road from 
McLaughlin Road _ to 


Hurontario Street and Her- 
itage Road to Mississauga 
Road; and Farmers Lane 
from King Street East to 
End 

- $3.6 million for projects 
in the Bridge and Culvert 
Capital Program, including 
the Grange Side Road East 
of McLaughlin Road; Innis 
Lake Road culvert South of 
Finnerty Sideroad; and 
Kennedy Road _ culvert 
South of Highpoint 
Sideroad 

- $220,000 in trail im- 
provements totalling 
$220,000, including Phase 
2 of the Palgrave Commu- 
nity Trail 
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Special Christmas Gift Market 
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POOLS & HOT TUBS 


Go anywhee 
WiFi Speakers 


Now $49.99 


reg. price on 
Amazon 
$107.00 


Assorted 
Chemical 
floaters 
$23-$40 


$19.99 $14.99 $14.99 $14.99 $14.99 


Great for those ‘ 
winter vacations! Insect repellant 


Rock Candles 
$11.99 $34.99 


Retial store hours - Wed - Fri -Noon to 6 pm 
Saturday 10 am to 5pm Sunday Noon to 4pm 


Store 309 Lakeshore Rd. E 


$750 9,00) : 


3 ® / 1e9. $2400) 
GREEN EGG BBQ ROBOTIC POOL CLEANER [aekegiifela PORT CREDIT 


PEEL 
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MDA signs contracts worth $53.75 million with Canadian Space Agency 


by John Valorzi 


MDA, the iconic robotics 
company based in Bramp- 
ton, has signed key con- 
tracts worth nearly $54 
million to work on cutting- 
edge technology used in the 
International Space Station. 

The unit of Maxar Tech- 
nologies signed the four 
deals last Friday with the 
Canadian Space Agency for 
work associated with the 
space station. 

The contracts have a total 
value of $53.75 million and 
help back more than 175 
high-tech jobs in Brampton, 
nearby Caledon and else- 
where. 

Navdeep Bains, Minister 
of Innovation, Science and 
Economic Development, re- 
vealed the space robotics 
contracts at the tech com- 
pany's Brampton _ plant 


north of Pearson Airport. 
He said the money will help 
develop a next-generation 
robotic arm and rovers that 
could be part of future mis- 
sions on or around the 
Moon. 

"Our government is com- 
mitted to maintaining our 
country’s leading edge in 
space robotics," said Bains, 
the Mississauga-Malton 
MP. 

"This funding is a direct 
investment in Canadian 
firms to research, develop 
talent and remain globally 
competitive. Canada is a 
space-faring nation, and 
we're committed to sup- 
porting this growing indus- 
try and the middle-class 
jobs it creates." 

The high-tech company 
on Airport Rd. near 


Williams Parkway is known 
as MDS Space Missions and 
is one of the Flower City's 
biggest private employers, 
with 400 workers. 

Its predecessor company, 
Spar Aerospace, developed 
the iconic Canadarm and 
other robotic technologies 
used on the Space Shuttle 
missions and on the Inter- 
national Space Station, 
where Canadian robots op- 
erate the station and resup- 
ply astronauts on board. 

The Brampton company 
also develops robots used to 
handle radioactive material 
used in the nuclear power 
industry. 

MDA says two contracts 
are for work on the Mobile 
Servicing System, the 
Canadarm2 robot used on 
the space station. The ISS is 


a partnership between the 
U.S., Russia. Canada, Japan 
and European Space 
Agency. 

One contract aims to de- 
velop technology to control 
future space hardware such 
as robotic arms, rovers, sci- 
entific instruments, and 
satellites and the fourth deal 
is for study of various rover 
types to transport astro- 
nauts on the Moon's surface 
and collect lunar soil sam- 
ples. 

"Canadian robotics play a 


key role on the Interna- 
tional Space Station and the 
advances in space robotics 
associated with this project 
not only enhances the MSS 
capabilities, but also pro- 
vides a long term benefit in 
ensuring Canadian technol- 
ogy retains its best-in-class 
status," said Marc Donato, 
MDaA's general manager re- 
sponsible for this business. 

"The technologies being 
developed under this con- 
tract offer direct spin-offs 
related to commercial ini- 


tiatives that MDA has un- 
dertaken, such as roboti- 
cally servicing satellites in 


space.” 
The contracts include a 
$450,000 deal with 


Canadensys Aerospace, a 
space systems and services 
company based in Caledon, 
that will study how rovers 
move astronauts on the 
Moon's surface and collect 
lunar samples. 

Western University of 
London got $175,000 to de- 
velop a science plan that 


OMDA. 


Nuvo Pharma signs Pennsaid 2% licence deal from small business 


Pharmacy 


Dr. 
TAKE ONE TABLET BY 


MOUTH EVERY 4 HOURS 


Q: 30 
NoRefilty 


Nuvo Pharmaceuticals 
Inc., a Mississauga maker 
of painkiller drugs, has 
signed a licensing deal to 
sell its Pennsaid 2% med- 
ication in two European 
countries. 

The company says it has 
entered into a license and 
distribution agreement 
with Austria's Gebro 
Pharma AG to sell Penn- 
said 2% in Switzerland 
and Liechtenstein. 

Jesse Ledger, Nuvo's 
president and CEO, said 
the deal will help boost 
the market for Pennsaid 
2%, the latest formulation 
of its longtime original 
painkiller. 

"Gebro Pharma's strong 


presence in rheumatol- 
ogy, pain and over-the- 
counter brands make it an 
ideal partner for Nuvo in 
this region," said Ledger. 
"This transaction is an ex- 
ample of our ongoing 
progress towards making 
Pennsaid 2% a global 
brand." 

Marcel Plattner, CEO of 
Gebro Pharma said the li- 
censing deal with Nuvo 
"allows us to bring a 
novel, best-in-class treat- 
ment for osteoarthritis to 
patients in Switzerland 
and Liechtenstein." 

"Pennsaid 2% adds an 
additional first-line treat- 
ment option to our grow- 
ing portfolio of pain and 


rheumatology medi- 
cines.” 

Nuvo, with 74 employ- 
ees, is headquartered on 
Airport Rd. and also has a 
manufacturing plant just 
outside Montreal. The 
company makes three 
pain relief drugs which it 
sells around the world -- 
Pennsaid 2%, Pennsaid 
and the heated lido- 
caine/tetracaine patch. 

Pennsaid 2% is made at 
Nuvo's plant at Varennes, 
Que. and is sold in the 
U.S. under licence by 
Horizon Pharma ple. The 
drug has also received 
regulatory approval in 
Russia. 
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Olymel $30-million expansion in Brampton 
to add 100 new jobs 


by John Valorzi 


Quebec food processor 
Olymel LP has redeveloped 
its Orenda poultry process- 
ing plant in Brampton and 
bought a new nearby plant 
in the Flower City as part of 
a $30 million expansion 
that will create more than 
100 new jobs. 

The Orenda upgrade and 
the purchase of the nearby 
Westwyn plant expands 
output of breaded poultry 
products for hotels, restau- 
rants, schools, hospitals and 
grocery stores, the meat 
company says. 

The acquisition of a new 
building represents an addi- 
tion of more than 50,000 
square feet to the existing 
surface area of these two 
Olymel plants, and makes 
additional space available 
for future expansion. 

The expansion means the 
Orenda Rd. plant near Bra- 
malea Rd., which had 
reached full capacity, will 
now have a fourth breading 
line and new equipment 
that helps boost efficiency. 


Specifically, the plant can 
now produce gluten-free 
products for its Flamingo 
house brand and for private 
labels. 

The refurbished Westwyn 
operation is a former Euro- 
pean Quality Meats plant on 
Westwyn Court, about 2.5 
km southeast of the Orenda 
site. It specializes in debon- 
ing, which was previously 
done at the Orenda plant. 

"This major investment 
and the operational reor- 
ganization in the Ontario 
poultry sector were neces- 
sary for Olymel to continue 
to develop its markets, par- 
ticularly in the breaded 
poultry products segment, 
whose popularity shows no 
signs of slowing," says Re- 
jean Nadeau, president and 
CEO of the food producer. 

"Olymel is consolidating 
its position in the poultry 
sector in Ontario and in 
Canada by giving itself con- 
siderable means to increase 
its production capacity, ac- 
tively participate in the eco- 


nomic development of the 
agri-food processing sector, 
and create new jobs." 
Olymel said the expansion 
and changes at the two 
plants required new work 
shifts and reopening the 
collective agreement with 
the United Food and Com- 
mercial Workers union local 


175. 

The Olymel Orenda plant 
in Brampton has 320 work- 
ers and produces breaded 
and frozen chicken on many 
work shifts, seven days a 
week. The Westwyn plant 
specializes in deboning and 
portioning poultry meat and 
employs 315 people over 


three work shifts. 

Olymel L.P. is the biggest 
Canadian processor of pork 
and poultry meats, with 
more than 11,000 workers 
and plants in Ontario, Al- 
berta, New Brunswick and 
Saskatchewan. Olymel ex- 
ports nearly a third of its 
total sales, which hit $3.2 
billion last year. 

The company sells its 
products mainly under the 
Olymel, — Lafleur = and 
Flamingo brands. Besides, 
the Brampton expansion, 
the company has also up- 
graded several plants in 
Quebec. 


Bird Construction to build Bruce 
Power office and training centre 


Mississauga's Bird Con- 
struction Inc. is part of a 
prow that will design and 

uild Bruce Power's new of- 
fice complex and training 
centre in southwestern On- 
tario. 

The company will design 
and build the Kincardine 
projects, which will be used 
to house office staff and 
train workers for Bruce 
Power's nuclear refurbish- 
ment program. 

Based on Explorer Dr. in 
northern Mississauga, Bird 
is part of a consortium led 
by Concert Infrastructure. a 
Vancouver-based develop- 
ment group. 

The new centre is slated to 
open in early 2019. 

"This project win is a good 
example of the success of 
both the strategic diversifi- 
cation efforts of our indus- 
trial work program and 
entrance into the nuclear 
market," says Ian Boyd, 
Bird's president and CEO. 

"We are very excited to be 
working in the early stages 
of Bruce Power's reactor re- 
furbishment rogram, 
which is set to begin in 
2020 and will run through 


2033." 

Under the modernization 
plan, Bruce Power will 
spend $13 billion to refur- 
bish six of the eight nuclear 
reactors at its generating 
station near Kincardine on 
the shores of Lake Huron. 

The generating station 
supplies nearly a third of 
Ontario's electricity. 

Bird builds projects in 
various sectors and is part 
of one of three final bidding 
groups for the $1.4 billion 
Hurontario. LRT project 
that will link Port Credit in 
southern Mississauga to 
Brampton. 

The company is also bid- 
ding on a contract to build 
nine new detachments for 
the Ontario Provincial Po- 
lice across the province. 

Earlier this summer, Bird 
revealed it is part of a group 
that will design build, fi- 
nance and maintain a 
5,000-seat concert hall for 
the Ontario Lottery and 
Gaming Corp. in Niagara 
Falls. 

Bird will design and build 
the project and has taken a 
minority stake in the group. 


Maple Leaf Foods pays US$120 million for 
Seattle food producer 


by John Valorzi 


Maple Leaf Foods, a Mis- 
sissauga-based major meat 
producer, is paying US$120 
million to buy a Seattle- 
based food company. 

The Peel company, based 
on Financial Dr. in the 
Meadowvale section _ of 
northern Mississauga, has 
reached a definitive agree- 
ment to acquire Field Roast 
Grain Meat Co. 

Field Roast is a leading 
brand of premium grain- 
based 'meat' and vegan 
cheese products, with an- 
nual sales of about US$38 
million. The deal is slated to 
close by the end of the 
month. 

"The acquisition of Field 
Roast complements and ex- 
pands our portfolio in the 
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fast-growing North Ameri- 
can market for alternative 
proteins," says Michael Mc- 
Cain, president and CEO of 
Maple Leaf. 

"Field Roast has built 
brand leadership through 
focusing on quality, crafts- 
manship and taste, and its 
acquisition will allow Mepe 
Leaf to fuel growth in the 
category through invest- 
ment, brand building and 
innovation." 

Field Roast makes pre- 
mium meats and draws on 
culinary heritage from Eu- 
rope and Asia in its recipes, 
using grains, fresh vegeta- 
bles, dried fruits, wine and 
spices. Products include 
fresh. and frozen grain- 
based roasts, sausages and 


frankfurters, burgers, deli 
slices and appetizers, and 
Chao brand vegan cheese 
slices and entrees. 

The company was 
founded in 1997 and em- 
ploys 200 people at its plant 
in Seattle, Wash. 

Maple Leaf Foods is a 
leading consumer meat 
company, making products 
under national brands in- 
cluding Maple Leaf, Schnei- 
ders, Mina and Lightlife. 

The company employs 
11,500 people and operates 


in Canada, the U.S. and 
Asia. 
In Mississauga, Maple 


Leaf is one of the Peel city's 
biggest private sector em- 
ployers, with more than 
1,000 workers. 


r 
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Chartwell pays $418 million for five 


Alberta retirement homes 


Chartwell Retirement 
Residences, a Mississauga- 
based seniors' housing op- 
erator, is paying $418 
million to buy five retire- 
ment homes in Alberta. 

The Milverton Dr. com- 
pany has signed a definitive 
agreement to buy the five 
retirement communities of 
1,031 apartments in the Ed- 
monton area. The initial 
pee rice is $298 mil- 

ion for four homes cur- 
rently operating.. 

That deal is to close by the 
end of the month. 

In addition, Chartwell will 
pay $120 million for a 256- 
suite development property 
and close that deal when the 
home is built by late 2019. 

"We are very pleased to 
add these high ead prop- 
erties to our portfolio and 
increase our presence in the 
strong Edmonton market," 
said Brent Binions, 
Chartwell's president and 
CEO. 

"We are focused on ensur- 
ing a smooth transition of 
the acquired properties and 
looking forward to welcom- 
ing their residents and em- 
ployees. .." 

Vlad Volodarski, 
Chartwell's chief financial 
officer, said the acquisition 
"is consistent with our strat- 
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egy to grow our portfolio 
with newer, high quality, 
well located properties in 
our existing markets and 
particularly 
Canada." 
The Mississauga company 


in Western 


is Canada’s largest seniors 
home operator, with 198 
homes and 28,250 seniors 
living in them in independ- 
ent living, assisted living 
and long term care build- 
ings. 
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Flashback to the 1960 Mann Cup Champions 


by Brendan Lang 


The Port Credit Sailors of 
the OLA (Ontario Lacrosse 
Association) began their 
existence in 1960. it was 
the first time the town had 
a lacrosse team. 

The Sailors were classi- 
fied as senior, in a division 
that consisted of four 
teams: Port Credit, St. 
Catharines, Peterborough, 
and Brampton. 

Through the first six 
games, the Sailors had a 
record of five and one. 

Six games into their first 
year, the brand new Port 
Credit Memorial Arena 
had Lacrosse floors in- 
stalled and was now ready 
to be the Sailor’s home 
base. 


Coach Elmer Lee was ex- 
pecting large crowds to be 
filing into the new stadium. 

After winning the first 
five games the Sailors 
dropped two in a row to 
Peterborough but re- 
mained atop the senior di- 
vision of the OLA, one 
point ahead of Peterbor- 
ough. 

Port Credit would not 
slow down as the season 
wore on, winning the divi- 
sion with a record of 17-7- 


oO. 

The St. Catharines Ath- 
letics were the closest team 
in the standings finishing 
in second place with 25 
points, nine behind the 
Sailors. 


Port Credit’s Florie Tom- 
chyschyn ranked third in 
league scoring with 57 
points. Brian Ahearne, 
Larry Ruse, and George 
Kapasky also ranked in the 
top ten scoring. 

The playoffs began with 
the Sailors taking on the 
Brampton Excelsiors. 

The Sailors would win 
the series four games to 2, 
thanks to great goaltend- 
ing from Dave Russell. 

Larry Ruse was an offen- 
sive force scoring 7 points, 
5 of which were goals in 
three games that series. 

The next competitors the 
Sailors had to deal with 
were the St. Catharines 
Athletics. 


Port Credit took the se- 
ries four games to one and 
were led offensively by 
Brian Aherne, one of their 
top point producers during 
the regular season. 

He carried a heavy load 
with 10 goals and 2 assists 
in the five games. 

It was on to the Mann 
Cup for the Sailors in 1960. 

They faced the Nanaimo 
BC Labatts and the Sailors 
steered their way to victory 
- winning the series four 
games to one and taking 
the Mann Cup in their first 
year of existence and first 
year playing in the new 
Port Credit Memorial 
Arena. 

It was 57 years ago! 


Beast Defeat Gladiators, Pick Up Second Straight Win 


by Benedict Rhodes 


On Sunday afternoon, the 
Brampton Beast hosted the 
Atlanta Gladiators, beating 
them 3-1. 

Atlanta opened the scor- 
ing in the first period as 
Darby Llewellyn _ beat 
Brampton starter Marcus 
Hogberg at 13:56. It was the 
only goal in the period and 
the visitors entered the first 
intermission with a 1-0 lead. 

David Vallorani wasted no 
time at the beginning of the 
second period, scoring the 
equalizing goal after just 53 
seconds. 

At 3:02, the Beast took the 
lead as Brandon MacLean 
picked up a rebound from a 
Paul Cianfrini shot and de- 
posited it past Matt O’Con- 
nor and into the Atlanta net. 

The second period ended 
2-1 after some fine goal- 


Scott Abbott's life jour- 
ney began in Montreal 
where he was born and 
raised. Early on in his ca- 
reer, he began working for 
the Canadian Press news 
agency as a sports writer. 

Abbott was co-inventor 
of the worldwide popular 
game "Trivial Pursuit" in 
1979. Popularity of the 
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tending by Marcus Hogberg 
denied some good scoring 
chances. 

At 6:31 in the third period, 
Jordan Henry fired home 
his 4th goal of the season, 


giving Brampton a 3-1 lead. 
Solid defense from Henry 
and his fellow blueliners 
saw out the rest of the game, 
not allowing another goal 
and earning a 3-1 victory. 


The Beast now travel to 
Wheeling, West Virginia for 
two games with the Nailers, 
to be played on Dec. 22 and 


Where They Play: The 
Caledon East Arena 


The Caledon East Arena is 
located on Old Church Rd in 
Caledon, Ontario. 

The Arena is home to the 
Caledon Golden Hawks of 
the PJHL and has been 
since the Golden Hawks 
were founded in 2010. 

The rink has_ hosted 


Brampton Sports Hall of Fame: Scott Abbott 


game peaked in the year 
1984, at which time he sold 
the company he had created 
to Hasbro for approximately 
$80 million dollars! 
Abbott's passion for 
sports is long standing. He 
purchased the Brampton 
Battalion of the Ontario 
Hockey League in 1996. Not 
content with just being the 


owner, he decided it was 
time to build a state-of-the- 
art complex for his Battal- 
ion to play their home 
games and laid out the 
groundwork for a new 
arena. At the time of the 
complex’s opening, it was 
named the Brampton Cen- 
tre for Sports and Enter- 
tainment, but is now known 


as the Powerade Centre. 
The Arena is also the home 
of the Brampton Excelsiors 
senior lacrosse team and is 
where thousands of youth 
and adult players enjoy the 
other ice pads in the com- 
plex. 

Abbott's also a member 
of the OHL Board of Gover- 
nors and financially sup- 
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ports the Brampton Sports 
Hall Of Fame Website. 
Upon becoming the primary 
owner of the Battalion he 
had an immediate impact. 
He had a hand in develop- 
ing four NHL first round 
picks in the teams first 
seven years of existence. 
Prior to owning the Jun- 
ior A Battalion, Abbott en- 


mostly minor hockey over 
the years, as the Golden 
Hawks are the first Caledon 
based franchise in junior 
hockey since the departure 
of the Caledon Canadiens of 
the Ontario Junior A 
Hockey League in 1999. 


joyed success as owner of 
the Junior C Caledon Cana- 
dians and had three gradu- 
ates move on to play in the 
NHL. He was co-owner of a 
world ranked golf course in 
Caledon: “Devils Pulpit.” It's 
been described as an earth 
sculpture; broadening the 
traditional look of golf 
courses. 
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Brampton purchases local golf and country club 


Brampton council has de- 
cided to go forward with the 
purchase of a long-standing 
golf club. 

The city finalized its plan 
this week to buy Riverstone 
Golf & Country Club, in- 


cluding the _ clubhouse 
building and surrounding 
valley lands. 


The clubhouse, located 
near McVean Drive and 
Queen Street East, will be 
converted to a new recre- 
ation centre to serve the 
City’s east side. 

City staff has negotiated a 
draft Agreement of Pur- 
chase and Sale for $9 mil- 
lion plus a $2.6 million 
contribution for capital im- 
provements. 

Planned renovations to 
the facility include improve- 
ments to the pool area, ex- 
panded change rooms and 
fitness rooms, several mul- 
tipurpose rooms, new sig- 
nage, accessibility upgrades, 
and other interior and exte- 
rior improvements. 

The new recreation centre 
is expected to open to the 
public in Spring 2019. 

Councillor Michael 


Palleschi, who chairs the 
city’s Community Services 
Board, said that converting 
the club will bring in a mul- 
titude of programming to 
the local area. 
“Re-naturalizing the 60+ 
acres of valley lands has 
huge potential benefits to 
wildlife, as well as expand- 
ing the City’s network of 
pedestrian and_ cycling 


trails,” he said. “This prop- 
erty will be a great addition 
for the residents of Bramp- 
ton." 

The valley lands that make 
up the golf course will be re- 
naturalized by the City, in 


cooperation with the 
Toronto and Region Con- 
servation Authority and the 
Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry, to 
create a conservation area 
with recreational trails. 

Brampton’s Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan rec- 
ommended adding seniors’ 
recreation opportunities on 
the east side of the City. 

While the Riverstone 
Community Centre is in- 
tended to serve residents of 
all ages, there will be an em- 
phasis on programming to 
meet the needs of older 
adults. 


It is expected that the cen- 
tre will be programmed with 
options similar to the 
Flower City Seniors Recre- 
ation Centre, with the addi- 
tional benefit of aquatics 
and fitness facilities on site. 

The population in the east 
end of Brampton is growing 
rapidly, while recreational 
facilities in the vicinity are 
limited. The addition of this 
new aquatics and fitness fa- 
cility will help improve ac- 
cess to these services, while 
encouraging a healthy, ac- 
tive lifestyle for local resi- 
dents. 


Holiday Hours for Town of 


Caledon 


by Alex Gregory 


Holiday hours are now in 
effect for the Town of Cale- 
don’s offices, facilities and 
non-emergency services. 

The Town Hall Offices, 
and Fire and Emergency 
Services Headquarters 
(non-emergency services), 
and Caledon Provincial Of- 
fences Court Office will be 
closed from Dec. 25 - Jan. 1, 
2018. 

The Dufferin Provincial 
Offences Court Office (55 
Zina Street, Orangeville) 
will be open from Dec. 27 - 
29. Regular hours will re- 
sume on Tuesday, Jan. 2, 
2018. 

Several community cen- 
tres, including the Albion 
Bolton Community Centre, 
Caledon Centre for Recre- 
ation and Wellness and the 
Caledon East Community 
Complex, will be open until 
noon on Dec. 24, and will be 
closed on Dec. 25 and 26. 

The centres will have reg- 
ular hours from Dec. 27 - 
30, and will be open until 
noon on Dec. 31. They will 
remained closed on Jan. 1, 
2018. 

A holiday drop-in activity 
schedule is available online 
at caledon.ca/recreation. 


The Lloyd Wilson Arena 
will be closed from Dec. 24 - 
26, and will operate on a 
holiday schedule from Dec. 
27 - 31. 

Rural facilities will be 
available for rentals, holiday 
rates may apply. For more 
information, please contact 
(905) 584-2272, ext. 7327. 

The Caledon Animal Shel- 
ter will be closed from Dec. 
24 - 26, and will be open 
from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. from 
Dec. 27 - 29. The centre will 
also be open from 9 a.m. - 3 
p.m. on Dec. 30, and will be 
closed on Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 
before resuming normal 
hours on Jan. 2. 

All branches of the Cale- 
don Library will be closed 
from Dec. 24 - 26, open reg- 
ular hours from Dec. 27 - 
30, and will close again on 
Dec. 31 and Jan. 1. 

All offices, facilities and 
non-emergency services will 
resume regular operational 
hours on January 2, 2018. 

For more information on 
closures and holiday sched- 
ules, visit the Town of Cale- 
don’s website at 
www.caledon.ca. 


During the upcoming 
holiday season, many 
City of Brampton offices, 
including City Hall, will 
be closed to the public 
starting on Friday, Dec. 
22 at 12 p.m., and will re- 
open on Tuesday, Jan. at 
8:30 a.m. 

Residents will not be 
able to apply in person 
for marriage licences, 
pay parking fines or 
apply for permits during 
this time. 

Several services will 
continue to operate nor- 
mally, including: Fire 
and Emergency Services 
and City of Brampton 
By-law Enforcement. 
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Holiday and New Year’s Schedule for the City of Brampton 


Residents will be able 
to lace up their skates at 
Gage Park, Mount Pleas- 
ant, and Chinguacousy 
Park this year, but tem- 
peratures need to remain 
below freezing for an ex- 
tended period in order to 
make and maintain the 
ice. 
For updates on rink 
status, visit www.bramp- 
ton.ca. 

Indoor ice rinks are 


open in all kinds of 
weather — check the 
website for drop-in 


schedules and Learn to 
Skate lesson informa- 
tion. 

This New Year's Eve, 


residents are invited to 
join in the celebrations 
with fun, family-friendly 
activities, live entertain- 
ment, and fireworks at 9 
p-m. and midnight over 
the Rose Theatre. 

The event will also in- 
clude a free New Year's 
Eve concert in Garden 
Square, including head- 
lining act The Sheep 
Dogs, along with an all- 
Canadian concert line- 
up. The main stage kicks 
off at 7 pm. 

A children’s dance 
party will be held in the 
City Hall Atrium and 
craft station in the Con- 
servatory. 


In Gage Park, the 
party gets started at 5:30 
pm in the gazebo with an 
emcee and music, plus 
skating on the open air 
rink. 

Service on all Bramp- 
ton Transit routes will be 
free on Dec. 31, begin- 
ning at 7 p.m., and in- 
cludes extended service 
on some routes. 

New Year’s Eve is one 
of four approved days in 
a year when short-range 
fireworks are allowed on 
private property, without 
the need for a permit. 

Short-range fire- 
works are those that tend 
to travel less than three 
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metres (10 feet) when set 


off (eg. fountains, 
wheels, ground spinners, 
sparklers). All other 


rocket-type fireworks are 
banned in Brampton. 
Meet Mayor Linda 
Jeffrey and Members of 
Council at the Annual 
New Year’s Levee in the 
City Hall Atrium and 
West Tower Conserva- 
tory on Saturday, Jan. 20 
from 1 - 3 p.m. Doors 
open at 12:30 pm. Enjoy 
local entertainment and 
light refreshments. 
Residents are also en- 
couraged to bring their 
skates to enjoy an after- 
noon of skating at Gage 


Park, weather permit- 


ting. 
Brampton Transit 
will operate regular serv- 


ice for the holiday sea- 
son. 
On Monday, Dec. 25, 
buses will operate on a 
Sunday/Holiday service 
and Tuesday, December 
26 will operate on a Sat- 
urday service. Sun- 
day/ Holiday service will 
be in place on January 1, 
2018. 

Regular weekday 
service resumes on Jan- 
uary 2 with the exception 
of school routes (200 se- 
ries) which will resume 
on January 8. 
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Air Canada Renews Support of Team 
Canada Athletes for Olympic 


A renewed commitment to 
athletes paps in the 
2018 PyeongChang Winter 
Olympic Games and 2010 
Tokyo Summer Games was 
announced yesterday at Peel’s 
biggest airport. 

Air Canada took to the stage 
at Pearson Airport Monday 
morning to announce that it 
had renewed its sponsorship 
as the official airline for the 
Canadian Olympic Commit- 
tee and Canadian Paralympic 
Committee for another four 
years. 

The airline has been a spon- 
sor of Canada's Olympic 
Team since 1988 and a spon- 
sor of Canada's Paralympic 
Team since 2007. According 
to representatives, the part- 
nership builds on Air 
Canada's commitment to 
Team Canada from their ef- 
forts at 2016's Games, when 
690 Canadian athletes, 
coaches and support staff 
were flown to Rio. 

"As Canada's official airline, 
we believe our country de- 
serves to be celebrated," says 
Benjamin Smith, President, 
Passenger Airlines. 

"The Canadian Olympic 
and Paralympic teams repre- 
sent the best of Canada, 


showing off the ambition and 
drive of our people. We're 
proud to be a piece of home 
connecting those athletes to 
their country while they're 
abroad, and helping to make 
sure they arrive ready to per- 
form at their very best.” 

"As a world class travel 
partner, Air Canada plays an 
important role in our athletes’ 
care and comfort while trav- 
elling to the Games, which 


f 
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has a direct positive impact 
on their readiness to com- 
pete," said Karen O'Neill, 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Canadian Paralympic Com- 
mittee. 

Through these arrange- 
ments, the airline provides 
special services and transport 
for competitions. 

The airline will also host 
airport celebrations as ath- 
letes arrive at and return from 


David Rikavina, 
GONnsuitant 


the games. 

In addition, five high-pro- 
file athletes will be featured in 
a campaign promoting the 
partnership beginning in 
January. They include figure 
skaters Patrick Chan, Tessa 
Virtue and Scott Moir; 
freestyle skier (halfpipe) 
Cassie Sharpe; and Para- 
lympic biathlon skier Mark 
Arendz. 


Zum Extends Queen Line 
to Stops on New TTC 
Subway Extension 


Starting Dec. 17, 
Brampton Transit’s Ziim 
Queen line will provide 
direct service to two sub- 
way stations on the newly 
opened TTC Line 1 Sub- 
way Extension. 

501 Ziim Queen will 
stop at the Vaughan Met- 
ropolitan Centre subway 
station. 

The 501 and 501A/C 
Ziim Queen will continue 
to serve York University 
with no changes to exist- 
ing stops. The York Uni- 
versity subway station is 
located just south of the 
bus stops. 

According to city statis- 
tics, transit ridership is 
up by an unprecedented 
17 per cent in Brampton, 
making it one of the 
fastest-growing transit 
systems in Canada. En- 
hancing this infrastruc- 
ture and __ building 
regional connections are 
key in accommodating 


this demand. 

In a release sent last 
week, Mayor Linda Jef- 
frey said that the city is 
committed to investing 
in and enhancing serv- 
ices that daily impact our 
residents. 

“These service im- 
provements will provide 
a better connected ride 
that gets citizens to their 
place of work, study, or 
play faster and with 
greater ease,” she said. 

Alex Milojevic, the gen- 
eral manager for Bramp- 
ton Transit, said that the 
new line services are a re- 
flection of the unprece- 


dented amount of growth 
weve experienced in 
2017. “As we move 


Brampton forward as a 
connected city, one of our 
key priorities is building 
a seamless integration of 
local and regional transit 
modes.” 


SOLUTIONS BUILT AROUND You!™ 
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Peel Matters: The Premier’s School Awards 


by Catherine Soplet 


Five Peel Region schools 
were deemed nice, not naughty 
when they were recognized 
with a nomination for the Pre- 
mier's Award for Accepting 
Schools at December 12 meet- 
ing of Peel District School 
Board. 

The schools were shortlisted 
from 80 nominations made 
province wide, for their efforts 
to establish new programs that 
help students and their families 
feel safer and more included in 
school activities and extra-cur- 
ricular events. The Awards 
were first established for 2010- 
2011 school year. 

As finalists, | Brampton 
counted for two of the ten 2016- 
2017 awards. 

Teams from Brampton 
schools Chinguacousy Second- 
ary School and Kingswood 
Drive Public School beamed in 
remarks made by Peel DSB 
Chair Janet McDougald. 

Honourable mentions and 
photo ops went to David Suzuki 
Secondary School; Lorne Park 
Secondary School; and Robert 
J. Lee Secondary School. 

Nominations open in Febru- 
ary for 2017-2018 recognition. 
For more information, go to 
www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/safesc 
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hools/award.html 

Here is how they did it. 

Chingacousy Secondary 
School was recognized for 
building up a community 
come-back, after experiencing a 
tarnished reputation for past vi- 
olence, declining enrolment in 
its student population, reduced 
staff and low morale. As a result 
of a three-pronged approach, 
using special funding for Urban 
Priority schools, suspensions 
have reduced dramatically and 
98% of students report a feeling 
of safety when at school. 

Beyond the Hurt initiative 
saw more than 40 students 
trained in a Canadian Red 
Cross program to inspire re- 
spect and reduce bullying. 
From this group, 11 Youth Fa- 
cilitators were certified for peer- 
leadership at Chinguacousy 
that extended to feeder school 
students. 

Link Crew leadership and 
transition program sees senior 
students in peer-mentor roles 
with Grade 9 students through- 
out the school year, with class- 
room component on goal 
setting and resiliency. A com- 
panion program to feeder 
schools extends the effective- 
ness of supports. 


COM 


6A Brant Avenue 
Hurontario & Lakeshore Road East, Port Credit 


905-278-1374 
fly @PazanGallery 


Teaching staff and commu- 
nity members have closed a gap 
to build a sense of community 
by organizing physical and so- 
cial activities with at-risk stu- 
dents. The experience helps to 
onboard student involvement 
in future programs. 

Kingswood Drive Public 
School serves a community that 
faced several challenges, in- 
cluding many parents with low 
literacy skills who lacked confi- 
dence to get involved with 
school activities. A three- 
pronged effort focusing on well- 
being, welcoming and 
empathetic relationships has 
seen parents’ participation and 
volunteering risen significantly. 
The positive climate has bene- 
fited student learning, resulting 
in improved math and reading 
scores. 

Parents were invited to bring 
their students to social events 
such as Movie Nights, and wel- 
comed to celebrate their stu- 
dents by attending Recognition 
Assemblies, Open Houses and 
social media. 

Through the weekly Monday 
Morning Community Circles 
that included parents, students, 
and educators, a Restorative 
approach for empathy kindled 


new skills for listening and em- 
pathy together to resolve prob- 
lems. 

Nutrition support and a focus 
on wellbeing drew from com- 
munity partners such as the 
YMCA and Breakfast for Kids 


Original 


Call or email us at 
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Are you looking to 
restore your old photos? 


provide a healthy approach to 
healthy food. Culture was also 
on the menu with staff-run 
extra-curricular activities rang- 
ing from jazz dance to arts and 
crafts. 

Nominations open in Febru- 


Restorted 
We restore and print onto archival quality photo paper. 
to book your appointment 


ary for 2017-2018 recognition. 
For more information on the 
program, visit the Ontario Min- 
istry of Education website at 
www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/safesc 
hools/award.html 
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Winter Magic Captured in New PAMA Gallery 


If you're craving some 
beautiful winter scenery 
while the weather is queuing 
up for it — or just want to 
enjoy the outdoors while 
warm indoors — you can 
catch some of Brampton 
photographer Betty 
Odlum's marvellous winter 
photographs will be fea- 
tured at the Peel Art Gallery, 
Museum and_ Archives 
(PAMA) until May. 

Betty Odlum was a gifted 
amateur photographer who 
documented life in Peel 
from the 1950s onward. She 
skillfully photographed her 
neighbourhood and_ the 
changing nature of Bramp- 
ton's downtown, including 
demolition of the Dale Es- 
tate greenhouses for new 
residential development. 

Odlum also captured im- 
ages of Brampton through 
the changing seasons. She 
took wonderful shots of the 
fall colours on tree-lined 
streets and stark beauty of 
downtown neighbourhoods 
in winter. 


Odlum's estate donated a 
large collection of her Ko- 
dachrome colour slides and 
some family photo albums 
and prints to the Peel 
Archives in 2016. 

Some of those are in- 
cluded in an exhibit of re- 
cent photographic 
donations to the Archives, 
which is located in PAMA's 
William Perkins Bull Read- 
ing Room. 

Odlum produced at least 
1,000 Kodachrome colour 
slides, which tend to retain 
their true, vivid colours. 
PAMA's Betty Odlum fonds 
also includes at least 1,500 
photographic prints. 

Odlum inherited family 
photographs, including 
some of the earliest original 
photographs of downtown 
Brampton. 


Other activities being held 
at PAMA include: 


Peel Through the Photog- 
rapher’s Lens 
Dec. 4, 2017 — May 2018 


Explore exciting new ad- 
ditions to the Peel Archives' 
collections. Discover a wide 
range of remarkable, rarely 
seen photographs of Peel, 
captured by prominent local 
photographers Al Betts, 
Betty Odlum, and Ron Du- 
quette. 


Creative Exchange Holi- 
day Celebration, in Partner- 
ship with City of Brampton 

Thursday, Dec. 21, 7 — 
8:30 p.m. 

Creative Exchange is a 
monthly networking event 
meant to connect individual 
members of Peel's art com- 
munity, groups or organiza- 
tions with each other. Free 
admission to studio only. 


Family Winter Break Ac- 
tivities 

Dec. 27 — 29 and Jan. 2 — 
5 

10 a.m. — 3 p.m. 

Explore arts and crafts 
that are out of this world! 
Take a seven day journey 
around the galaxy and learn 


about a new planet daily and 
how they relate to our home 
right here in Peel. Drop-in, 
included with admission. 


Dec. 27, Mercury: Since a 
year on Mercury is 88 days 
longyou might as well make 
an out-of-this-world post- 
card to send home 


Dec. 28, Venus : Junior 
Astronauts, continue your 
space training by observing 
Venus move through the 
night sky and use some tools 
to create your solar road 
map to continue your expe- 
dition. 


Dec. 29, Mars: Hop over 
Earth to explore Mars — 
wait, what was that? An 
alien? Legend says you can 
spot faces between Mars' 
giant canyons. You will want 
to record these optical illu- 
sions for your mission logs. 


Jan. 2, Jupiter: Hold onto 
your spacesuit as we ap- 
proach the largest planet. 


Don't get caught in the red 
spot - which is actually a 
huge storm three times the 
size of earth and has been 
going on for over 400 years, 
yikes! Create a chaotic col- 
lage mimicking the storms 
patterns. 


Jan. 3, Saturn: Investigat- 
ing Saturn's rings can work 
up an appetite. Construct 
your own solar system 
model made out of your 
favourite foods! 


Jan. 4, Uranus: Brrr, it is 
really cold here, time to 
bundle up! Uranus, also 
known as the Ice Giant, is 
the coldest of all planets. 
Your friends back home 
won't believe this - design 
your space selfie to share! 


Jan. 5, Neptune: Congrat- 
ulations Junior Astronauts, 
you made it to the last 
planet, what an adventure! 
Let's document your space 
voyage and get that space- 
ship ready to head back 


home. 


Don't miss the chance to 
win weekly prize packs by 
completing the Star Wars 
challenge. Follow us @visit- 
pama on Twitter , Facebook 
and Instagram for all the de- 
tails! 


PAMA Holiday Hours 


Dec. 24, 2017 (Christmas 
Eve Day) — Closed 

Dec. 25, 2017 (Christmas 
Day) — Closed 

Dec. 26, 2017 (Boxing 
Day) — Closed 

Dec. 31, 2017 (New Year’s 
Eve) — will close early at 4 
p.m. instead of 5 p.m. 

Jan. 1, 2018 (New Year’s 
Day) — Closed 


Throughout the _ year, 
PAMA offers a variety of 
workshops and programs 
for all ages. Visit pama.peel- 
region.ca to learn more. 


Nominations Now Open for Brampton Citizens Awards 


Nominations for the 
Brampton Citizens 
Awards are now open 
until Jan. 31, 2018. 

The 2017 City of 
Brampton Citizens 
Awards recognize resi- 
dents who have made a 
meaningful contribution 
or have had a significant 
achievement in one of 
the following categories 


during this calendar 
year: Arts Acclaim, 
Emergency Services 


Award of Valour, Inspi- 
rational Award, Long- 
Term Service and Sports 
Achievement. 

New to 2017 are the 
Volunteer and Youth 
Volunteer of the Year 
awards. 

A Selection Commit- 
tee comprised of commu- 
nity members’ with 
subject matter expertise 
in the award categories, 
along with elected City 
Officials and representa- 
tives from Brampton Fire 
and Emergency Services, 
Brampton Sports Al- 
liance, Brampton Seniors 
Council and Peel Re- 
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gional Police will review 
the nominations to deter- 
mine those residents who 
will be honoured at the 
award ceremony in May 
2018. 

The Sports Achieve- 
ment Award recognizes 
Brampton residents 
whose achievements 
have been recognized at 
the Provincial, National 
or International level. 

The Arts Acclaim 
Award recognizes indi- 
viduals whose contribu- 
tions have had a 
significant impact in 
terms of achieving local, 
Provincial, National or 
International acclaim. 

The Long-Term Serv- 
ice Award recognizes 
dedicated — volunteers 
whose efforts have made 
a significant impact to- 
wards the development 
and advancement of 
recreational sports, the 
arts and community so- 
cial services. 

The _ Inspirational 
Award recognizes 
Brampton residents who 
advocate for and/or 


practice humane action, 
or who have had an in- 
spirational influence on 
others. 

The Emergency Serv- 
ices Award of Valour rec- 
ognizes an individual or 
individuals, who volun- 
tarily risked their own 
life/lives while perform- 
ing a heroic act to save 
the life of another per- 
son. 

The City is strength- 
ened by contributions 
made by individuals and 
groups within our com- 
munity, said Mayor 
Linda Jeffrey. 

“For more than 40 
years, Brampton has 
taken the time to ac- 
knowledge those contrib- 
utors. I encourage you to 
take the time to nomi- 
nate those who you know 
have given so much to 
our city over the past 
year,” she said. 

For information on 
the program or to find 
nomination forms, visit 
www.brampton.ca/citi- 
zensawards. 
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